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He knelt and besought his forgiveness, mounted Vn'tn on his own
horse, and led him safely out of the conflict. Moved by Robert's
penitence, and the incessant tears and pleading of Matilda,
the Conqueror consented to pardon and admit hvrn. to his
presence. Robert came to Rouen attended only by three persons,
made his submission, and a general reconciliation took place.
Robert consented to accompany his father to England, and
assisted in the defence of the northern counties against Scotland.
Matilda never saw Trim again. Soon after parting with Robert,
she had the grief of losing her second daughter, Constance,
duchess of Bretagne.

The year 1078 was remarkable for the great national survey of
England, which, by William's order, was then commenced, and
entered in two volumes, entitled the Great Domesday Book and
the Little Domesday Book.

Matilda's latter years were spent in Normandy; they were em-
bittered by fresh differences between her eldest son and her hus-
band. Mental uneasiness brought on the lingering illness which
conducted her to the grave. William, when informed of her
danger, hastened from England, and arrived at Caen in time to
receive her last sigh. She expired in November, 1083, in the fifty-
second year of her age. She was interred in the church of the
Holy Trinity at Caen. A magnificent tomb was raised to her
memory by her lord, Her will is in the register of that abbey.

The portraits of William and Matilda were long preserved on the
walls of St. Stephen's chapel at Caen, and are engraved in Mont-
fau$on. Matilda's costume is singularly dignified and becoming.
Her robe is simply gathered round the throat, a flowing veil falls
from the back of her head on her shoulders; it is confined to her
brow by a regal diadem, an open circlet of gems. The face is beau-
tiful and delicate, the hair falls in waving tresses round her
throat; with one hand she con fines her drapery and holds a book;
she extends her sceptre with the other. She bore four sons and
six daughters to her royal lord. Her second son, Richard, was
killed some years before her death by a stag in the New forest.
William Rufus and Henry reigned successively in England.
Robert died in prison. Adela, the fourth daughter of Matilda,
married Stephen, earl of Blois, and was the mother of king
Stephen.

The loss of his beloved queen Matilda was passionately la-
mented by William the Conqueror. His death, four years after
her decease, was caused by his horse setting his foot on a piece
of burning timber, at the storming of the city of Mantes, starting
and flinging him against the pommel of the%addle, which produced